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HatticDayp, Fune 27. 1691. 


A Gentleman having lately fent us feveral Queftions, and 
been withal fe Kind to give xs bis own Thoughts xpon 
them, for which we own our felves extreamly oblig’d to 
bim, as being ‘as willing to Learn our felves as to Tcach 


- we (hall bere according to bis Defire infert the faid 
Queftions, and give our Opinions both of them and bis 
t udon them, with the fame Philofepbicat Liberty 


thers in relation to our own Works—The 


we Woe aA ANOwW I 

1 Queftion #—— J Hether Sin might be Ordain’d 
WW to God's Honew and Maz’s 
Happinefs ? 

Ant. By Ordain’d, I find the Querift means— Max's 
being fo neceffarily determiud co the Condition thereof, that 
"owas impoffinle for him to avoid it. This he alfo holds 
in the Affirmative, and endeavours to eftablifh his Senri- 
meats by this Argument That ic might be Ordain'’d 
for God's Honour he pretends to prove, becaufe all his 
Attributes are manifefted thereby his Wifdom, Pewer, 
Fultice, Holine{s, Mercy and Love ; and that it might be 
Ordain'’d for Man's Happinefs, becaufe without it he had 
never Dy’d, and confequently had never been glorified— 
We take the Negative of the Dueftion, as we believe eve- 
ry one muft who will have ju/t or boxourable Thoughts of 
God. To the firft Branch of the Argument, for the 
Affirmative, That the Ordaining Sin conduced to the ma- 
nifeftation of all God’s Attributes; we fay, that fuppo- 
fing any fuch thing, any fuch irrefiftible Ordination or 
Neceffitation of Sin, the quite contrary follows to what 
is afferted. Thus in God's Wifdom, all know and grant 
that true Wifdom confifts in choofing right and juft 
means to attain a good End. Now nothing fs plainer 
than chat Sin is a bad means to attain any thing, though 
the beft of Ends, and fuch means as God wonrt permit 
his Creature to make ufe of, who muft not do evil that 
good may come of it, though their Perfefion confifts in 
Imitation of their Maker—therefore the Ordaining Sin, 
or the abjalutely Necefitating, or being a proper éfficient 
Caxfe thereof, which wowd make God guilty and his 
Creatures iznocent, would by no means conduce to the 
manifeftation of his Wifdom, but the quite contrary. The 
fame fuppofition as highly contradi&s his Fuftice——Ju- 
(tice in refpect of Panifbment always fuppotes a fubject ca- 
pable of Rewards and Punifhments ; and further fuppofes 
a Law by which tc muft judge and diftribute them. But 
farewel both Law and Fuftice, Punifhments and Rewards, 
if we make Six abfolutely Decreed, effe€ually Ordaia’d, 
Neceffitated, Produced by God in his Creatures, and af- 
terwards Erernally Punifhed For, "tis one of the 
firft and clearefi Notions implanted in our Natures, and 
deny'd by no Man, that abjolute Neceffity excufes any thing. 
Further, Where is the Merey of God, to fave a few, 
( fome will perfwade us a very few) and punifh all che 
reft of the World, for what they can’t avoid, nay, what 
he has fore’d *em to Commit? Where's his Melinefs, and 
how does he hate Sin, if he himfelf Caufes, Neceflitates, 
Ordains it? To the fecond Branch of the Argument 
That it might be Ordain’d for Man's Happint/s, becaufe 
without ic he had never Dy'd, and confequently never 
been glorified ——( in Heaven we fuppofe he means ) 
it’s as palpably falfe as the former, if takeo all together. 
That he had never dy’d without fin, we readily grant, 
( in that fenfe that he dy’d for it ) but that ’tis afair con- 
fequence that if he had not dyd he had not been glori- 
fied, we utterly deny, becaufe he might have been tran- 
flated to Glovy, as Enoch was, without any proper Pain 
or Death —_—_——-Burt then fome will Obje&, if God Or- 
dain'd not Sin, how came it into the World, for with- 
out his leave it could not? We Anfwer, By his Permiffi- 
on, a much more Modeft Word. But then why did hie 
permie it ? Not only becaufe he was not Odliged co binder 
it, but becaufe he was indeed Obliged not to lander it ; be- 
caufe the Nature of a Man reqair’d this Permiffion or 
Liberty, who without this could never have been a free 
4zint, nor therefore a fiebjtt capable of Punifoments or 


Rewards. He permitted ic alfo for all thdfe Reafonrs for 
which the Querift precends he Ordain'd ic, namely, for 
the manifeftation of hisown Fajtice, Wifdom, Mercy aod 
Holinefs, which can't be injur’d by fuch his Permiffon, 
which had no real Influence on a free Agent, but yet con- 
fidering him as fallen, might be and were abundantly 
glorified both by his raifing him agen when repenting, and 
panifbing him when finally impenitent ——The two Co- 
rolarvies the Author of thefe Queries draws from his, as he 
thinks, invincible Arguments, are——That if Six might 
be Ordain'd, it was {0 which he afterwards endca- 
vours to prove, and that if thus Ordain’d and Neceili. 
tated, there can be no fuch thing as Hell-fre or Eternal 
Torments. The confequence of the firft we deny, being on- 
ly a poffe ad eff: but turn ic ftrongly upon him——~a 
non pofje ad zon effe, ic coud not have been Ordain'd to 
God’s Glory, therefore it was mot. The larter firikes 
home, and both he and Mr. #/0bds, and we doubt moft 
of the Neceffity.men know too well the confiquence that 
if Neceffity of Sin, there cou'd be no Eternal Punifbments for 
it; but che antecedent we do, and even hall deny, and hope 
we have given fome fatisfa@tery Reafons for our fo doing 
Queft. 2, Whether Sin were not Ordaind, er all Pofivili 
ty of Adam’s landing taken from him? 
_ Anfw. The Querift holds the Queftion, as thofe before, 
In the Affirmative, and endcavours to prove it from 
Eph. 3. 9, 10, 141. Who Created all things by Felus Chritt, 
— To the Intent that now unto Principalitics and Pow- 
trs in heavenly places might be made known by the Church 
the manifold wifdem of God, according to the eternal purpose 
which he purpofed in Chrift Fefus our Lord; in whom we bave 
boldnefs and confidence by the Faith of bim. Hence he ar- 
QuCsa——nGod created all things, and therefore Adam to 
the fetting forth his manifold Wifdom to the Powers above, 
which was too folid a Concern tobe left to Adam's fland- 
ing to fruftrate from hence and from our Sa- 
viours Death he concludes there lay an abfolute Neceffi- 
ty on Adam to Fall, that Sin might entet, that Chrift 
might be Crucified, that God might make his mauifeld 
Wifdom known in Chrift crucified for Siz. Thus we have 
fairly reprefented the ftrength of the Argument, the con- 
trary whereunto we with all fober Chriftians rake upon 
us to defend: In Order whereunto we fhali firft Obferve, 
that the very Foundation of the Querift’s Reafoning here 
is falfe and fallacious: In the Text he gives us a parc 
of a former Verfe withour the Conrext whercon ic de- 
pends, and reprefents ic as depending on the follow- 
ing Verfes whereon it has na dependance, or at leaft no 
immediate one————-Thus then he quotes it— [Who 
created all things by Fefus Chrift, to the intent that now.&c. 
might be made known by the Church the manifold Wifdom 
of God: | which piece of Cunning makes the Words bear 
a Face much more favourable co his Defign, though even 


taking them in chat fenfe they would fail of doing him thar — 


fervice he expeéts from them, as we may anon prove. To 
find tle true meaning of the Words, let’s view the Con- 
text, where we find the Apoftle difcourfing of a Ayftery, 
the Myftery ef Chrift, in other 4ges not rte to the 
Sons of men as now reveal’d unto the Prepbets ; which 
Myftery was——that Calling of the Gentiles, that they 
fhould be in his own words, Fellow-beirs, and of the fame 
Body, and partakers of the Promifis, as he wrote before, 
namely, Chap. 1.—That be might gather together in one all 
things: And oe, 2. v. 11.—T0mu being in time pat Gen- 
tiles—& 14. He hath made both one. And indeed O great 
a Secret or Myfiery was.this Calting of the Gentilts, that 
the Chriftian Fews could hardly perfwade themielves to 
believe ic after twas Confirm’d in the Cafe of Cornélixs, 
by a Vifion frem Heaven, and {peak of it as a very mar, 
vellous thing, when convinc’d of its Truth—— Then bath 
God alfo te the Gentiles granted Repentance unto Life! Now 
of this Myflery or ey A whew the Apofile fays he was 
made a t, the Gofpel of the Uncircumcifion being 
committed anto him —and according to. the Office 


of a Mimifter was co preach among the Gentiles the aa-. 


» hein siipeihheate abi Get pt a EAE. Elman et Cai a 


fearchable Riches of Chrif , and co make all Men fee what 
is the Fellowfbip, che Commanicatioa, OF a5 the words will 
well bear, the Dijpe fation of this fyfery 5 namely, the 
Calling of the Gentiles, the Myftery he all along before 


ke of, which from the begiuning of the World bad been 
My in God : The fame with that in the sth Verfe, which 
in other Ages was sot made known. Who Created all 
things by Fefus Chrift: there add a Colon, as in all Copies, 
Greek, Latin and Exgiih. Then follows V. 10. To the in- 


tent that now unto the Principalities and Powers, &c. might 


be kuawn by the Charch the manifold Wifdom of God. Here 
we fay thofe words to the intent, relate not to chofe 1mme- 


diately going before Who Created all things by Fefus 
Chri bute co thofe preceeding them——To make all Men 
fie what is the Myltery which from the veginning af the 
World, &c. The fenfe being thu:y———God gave me Grace, 
fays the Apoftle, to Preach to the Gentiles ——and to 
make af Men fee what was the Difpenfation of the Myjlery 
which from the beginning of the World had not been before 
fo clearly revealed——That Men knowing it, Angels alfo 
might by looking into the Church, which they defire to 
do, come to know and admire it, and therein the mani- 
fold Wifdom of God. It’s plain this is the Senfe and De- 
pendance, from comparing as we have done the whole 
Context, and by remarking the Oppofition between this 
Verife and rhat be fore which from the beginning of 
the World had been bid——that Now might be known. 
And in this fenfe che beft Commentators alfo Interpret Ir. 
Grotius, Hammond, if we miftake not Mr. 4-ede, and fe- 
veral others. ; : 
Having thus fet right the Querift in this Text, we will 
norwithftanding grant him that the Fall of Man was Or- 
der’d though not Ordain’d, to manifeft the Wifdom of 
God ; though noc that only. Weadd, that twas forefeen 
by God, that twas permitted by him, and that this Per- 
miffion will anfwer all the ends for which it’s pretended 
he Ordain'd it; though fuch ordaining or Neceffitating 
ir, would, as has been already Obferv’d and Prov’d, ab- 
folutely deflroying all thofe Ends. It could not be im- 
poffible for man to have remained in the State of Inno- 
cence, nor did God’s Decree force him to Sin, for this 
would, as has been hinted in the former Queftion, take 
away al Sin, all Law, all we nay, God himfelf, 
or worfe than take him away, fince ’twou'd make him the 
moft Cruel, moft Unjuft of Beings, caufing Evil, then Pu- 
nifhing thofe who irrefiftably commit it, than which, as 
one fays fharply, Say worfe of the Devil if you can! Ic takes 
away all Sir, and fo makes the very fuppofition it felf of 
God’s Ordaining Sim ridiculous and impoffible: 
face where there is no Law, there is no Tran/grefion, but 
Necefjitas tokit Legem, as befere. WNeceffity, the higheft 
abfolure Neceffiry deflroys all Law, becaufe it makes its 
Subje& wieompable thereof, confequently it takes away the 
Juftice of any Punithment, Temporal as well as Eternal— 
tor al? grant he who cawfes any if is much more Culpable 
and deferving of Punifhment than he who involuntarily 
commits ir. °Tis a vain and weak Anfwer, that he who 
Ordains the Sin Ordains the Punifhment, fince this widens 
rather than leflens the Difficulty. ’Tis as vain to fay we 
are not to judge of God's Sovertignty and. Fufice, fince 
we have at leaft as much right to do it as our Antago- 
nifts, efpecially when, as we hope we have prov'd, our 
Sentiments are for his Honour, theirs to his Difhonour. 
"Tis as faife as ‘tis vain, for God appeals to that Reafon he 
has planted in us as to the Fuffice of his own A@ions —— 
Are not my ways tqual ? Judge between me, &c. and a 
thoufand other places—————which he would never have 
done, had we not been in fome meafure capable Judges. 
Shon'd we, as the rift wou'd perfwade us, fet afide 
Eternal Panilbments, he wou'd in this Controverfie be ne- 
ver the better, fince any Punifhment at all wou'd be Un- 
juft for a thing ¢ to be avoided Buta Py- 
xifbment was both and Executed on Adam for 
his falling, and that a jaf Panifbment furely, fince God in- 
flifted it, therefore his Fall muft needs have been 
ren | One A t more we'll bring to coufure 
this worft of ms, and then conclude this fomethi 
Prolix Ditcourle, though fuch an A t as we foncioe 
won": at all pleafe the Querift; and ‘tis this: If Sis were 
recefjary, there cou'd be no Eternal Punifbments for it in 


drift of all his Difpute, as we doubt of moft, and are fure 
Of fome others who are, or pretend to be of his Opinion. 
Kor the Minor, give us but the Infallibiliry of the Scrip- 
tures, and we'll undertake to demonftrate it againft all the 
World: Demonftrate we fay, not only that tuch Eterna! 
Punifoments are denounc'd ia the Scripture, bur alfo, with 
due deference to fome excellent Perfons, that ‘us thence 
Neceflary, if God be true, that they fhou’d be aGually 
Eternal: Our particular Arguments for which we fhail 
fulpend, ’till we hear what the Proper of the former 2) x:- 
ries has co urge againft ir, afier he has firft Antwer'd aij 
we have here advanc’d, and clear'd his Foundation from 
thofe Contradiations and Abfurdities wherewith we have 
fo juftly charg’d it. 
Oueft 3. Wheeber Elijah [or Elias | mentioned in the 
laft Chapter of Malachy, be any other Prophit than what 
bath already been in theWorld ? 
Anfw. The Gentleman who propofes the Queftion 
holds it in the Affirmative: His Judgment is, that £lias 
here Prophefied of is yet to come. The Reafons he 
brings to favour his Opinion, are taken from the Text 
in the 4th. of Afal. 5, and 6. Ifind Elijah the Prophet be- 
fore the coming of the great and terrible Day of the Lord: 
And, Att {hall turn the Hearts ofthe Fathers to the Coii- 
dren, Sc. leat I come and {mite the Earth with a Curler 
Hence he argues — If this mutual Love Elijah is to work 
is to continue to the end of the World, then ‘he is noc 
yet come ; and accordingly interprets—the great and ter- 
rible Day of the Lord here {poken of, by the Day of Fudg- 
ment and final Confummation of all things. And indeed it 
was the Opinion alfo of Tertullian, and perhaps of moft of 
the Ancient Chriftians as well as tis of the Jews and Papijis 
at prefent and of fome Jearned Proteftants allo, that Elias 
fhall come before the general day of Judgment. On the 
whole we firft Remark, that fuppofing true, that Elias 
were then to come, as Mr. Mede, and others are of O- 
Pinion, it does not hence follow that he is not come al- 
ready, for he may come twice,in which fuppofition we can 
difcover no manner of Incongruity. Thac he is once al- 
teady come, and that Fobn Baptijt was lie, and the fame 
who was Prophefied of in Malachy, we are more than 
once affur’d by the infallible Oracles of Truth it felf: He 
was the Meffinger that was to prepare the way of the Lord, 
Mat. 3. 3. He was to go before the Lord in the Spiric 
and Power of Elias (with his Zeal and Fervour, and 
manner of Life) to turn the Hearts of the Fathers to the 
Children, and to make ready a People prepared,&c. 1St.Lub, 
17. Our Saviour fpeaks in fuch a mannet, that the Dil- 
ciples underftood he meant Fohx the Baptift when he {poke 
of Elias; and well they might, for he tells “em fo pofi- 
tively, a1 St. Mat. 12, 14. From the days of Fobn the 
Baptist, &c. This is Elias which was for to come : Agen 
17, 12. Elias is come already. For that Argument brought 
to prove he is not yet come, becaufe the Love he was to 
roduce was to continue to the Exd of the World, a little 
fore which it’s thence concluded he was to appear in it, 
it is grouuded on a falfe Suppofition, namely, chat by 
the great and terrible Day of the Lord muft be meant the 
general Day of Fudgment ; whereas that Phrafe is not (l- 
dom taken for the particular Judgment of Ferufalem,a Type 
indeed of that ar the great Day; thus Adis the 2d. and in 
feveral other places, ( though perhaps not fo many as 
fome great men have thought : ) For the Earth here men- 
tion’d, all who are any way vers’d in the Old Teflament ° 
know it fignifies no more than Land, that particular Land 
of Judea, whenever *tis found without any thing elle af- 
fix'd thereto. Now the Inhabitants of this Land the Bap- 
tift did in great numbers reftore, by Preaching to them 
Repentance, and thereby prepare the way of the Lord 5 
and had fav'd the Country from utter Deftru€tion and that 
Curfe which afterwards fell upon them for refufing and 
Crucifying the M/iab, whom he Preacht unto them, had 
they generally Believ'd his Doétrine. 


Qdbertifements. 


P*2 forbear {ending any mort Queftions, til! we give fit 
ther Orders for it, we baving many ‘already upon our 
Hands, which will fpeedily be Anfwer'd, and then pablick 
Notice (ball be given thertoftotheWorld.  - 


the other World ; but ‘tis demonftrable chat there are  & We intended to have added here according to our 
fuch Punifhmencs, therefore Sin was not neceflary. The Promife in our laft Mercury ) a At ponies $e our, 
firit Propofition the Querift we are fure won't deny, nor ATHENIAN PROFECT, but we are prevented, 

the fequel therein, for we find that very conftquence is the therefore muft defer it 'till nexe Txefday. 

ianae e enapenereneend ee per eee om cnaninetiateneees pec” 
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